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cence in the Perſon of righte- 
ous Fob, who, tho? at the Time 


; reducd to the moſt abject and helpleſs 
State of. Miſery ; yet had once been acquainted 
with happier ays, had known what it was 


to live in Affluence and Plenty, in State and 


Dignity, inveſted with a very eminent, if not 
ſovereign Authority,: For ſo it ſhould ſeem from 
ſome of the foregoing Verſes, where he ſpeaks 


of the * Princes refraining from talking, and the“ ver. g. 
Nobles holding their Peace before him. As alſo o. 


from the Words immediately preceding the 


Text, where he ſays, My Flares Was 45.4 Role 


s and as 4 Diadem. 


7E have here an illuſtrious Pat- 
tern of Charity and Benefi- 


of his uttering theſe Words he 


B „ 
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But in tlie midſt of his Extremity and Di- 
ſtreſs, he has the Comfort of reflecting, that in 
the more fortunate and flouriſhing Part of his 
Life, even then when he had every thing at 
Command, and was free from all Apprehenfion 
of the unexpe&ed Change of Fortune that after- 
wards befel him; he was far from abuſing the 
Gifts of his great Creator: That he had neither- 
made. his Abundance ſubſervient to Riot and. 
| Exceſs, nor his Power to Injuſtice and Oppreſſi- 
on; but on the contrary, that when at the 
utmoſt Pitch of Human Grandeur, he ſtill re- 
member'd he was a Man, and condeſcended to 

the common Offices of Humanity: He look d 
down from the Heigth of all his Proſperity, with. 

a melting Eye and compaſſionate Heart, on thoſe. 
who were broken with Misfortunes, and over- 

_ whelm'd with Sorrow: He exerted his Strength 
and interpos d his Might, not with an over- 
bearing To to cruſh the Weak and Innocent, 
but to p them from the Inſults, and reſcue 
them from the Violence of injurious Oppreſſors. 


In ſhort, it appears by the ſeveral Acts of Be. 
neficence enumerated in this and other Chapters 
of the Hiſtory, by the frequent Appeals he 
makes to 2 to the Sincerity of his Pro? 
feſſions, and by the Teſtimony God himſelf is. 
pleas d to bear to his Integrity, That he was not 
only ſtrictly upright in his Dealings, a Man 
of Juſtice and Probity, that * | 


$38 
the Property of any other; but that he was a 
common Friend and Benefactor, a Lover of 


Mankind, one that chearfülly employ d his Time, 


his Labour, and his Subſtance, in promoting the 
Welfare and Happineſs of others. 


Which truly great and amiable Character I 


ſhall make it my preſent Endeavour to recom- 


mend to your Imitation, by a Diſplay of ſuch 
 Inftances of his Benevolence as are contain'd in 
thoſe Words I have choſen to diſcourſe on, ap- 
5 pi them ſtill as I go along to ſuch Branches 
of Public Charity committed to your Inſpection, 

as bear the neareſt Reſemblance to thole reſpe- 
Give Acts, and that according to the Order in 
which. they offer themſelves in my Jet. 


Her, Then let us conſider that Profeſſion of 
Job, that he was Eyes to the Blind. This is com- 
monly underſtood of intellectual Blindneſs, of 
thoſe whoſe Minds are darkned; and the being 
Eyes to them ruſt conſequently mean the enlight- 
ning thoſe dark Minds by the Beams of Know- 
| ledge and Inſtruction. But there is no Reaſon 
why this figurative Senſe of the Words ſhould 
exclude the literal one: As well thoſe who are 
depriv'd of the Organs of their bodily Sight, as 
thoſe whoſe Underftandings are darkned, either 
thro' Natural Impediments, or thro' the Defe& 
of proper Means for their Improvement, are un- 
doubtedly real Objects of Compaſſion; nor can 
it be queſtion'd but the diffuſive Bounty of cha- 
01725 1 3 - „kal 
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ritable Job extended: it ſelf to the Sufferers: of 
either Sort, in ſuch ſuitable: Methods. of ce 
as were ada pted to their reſpective Caſes. | 


The Loſs of E. ye-fight i is ſo touching a Calamtty | 
fo irkſome and ede: a State, as to raiſe 
Compaſſion in ſome Breaſts not apt to be much 
affected by other Objects. When ſuch a Di: 
ſaſter attends even the ' moſt proſperous and 
wealthy, *ris a very fore Affliction, nor can the 
largeſt Exuberance of other worldly Bleſſings, 
| comperiſate for the Want of that common Blet- 
ſing, Light. No Variety whatever of Meats to 
the Taft, or Sounds to the Ear, can afford an 
- equal Entertainment to that beautiful Variety of 
Objects which adorns the viſible Creation. The 
Sun may come forth as 4 Bridegroom from oo Chame 
ber, and rejoice as a Giant to run his Courſe; but 
-the blind * an has not the o of: beholding i it. 
The Face of the Earth may be to others a Land 
of Goſhen, but he lives in the midſt of Egyptian 
_- Darkneſs. The Morning Dawn, or Meridian 


Brightneſs, are by him undiſtinguiſhable from 


the Gloomineſs of Night: He knows no Diffe- 

rence between them, but from the Information 
of others, unleſs perhaps he form an uncertain - 
Gueſs, from the ch — Degrees of Noiſe, or 
tlie Depth of Silence. If ever there was a time 
in Life, when his Organs were unimpair'd, he 
may have an Idea indeed of Light an Colours 
from paſt Remembrance, and that may be ſome 
h b to — 3 may help his Con- 
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| ceptions, and quicken his Apprehenſion of Mat- 
ters related to him. But if he brought that 
Defect into the World with him, and never had 
the Gift of Sight; the very Notion of what Light 
is, can no more enter into his Mind, than that 
it ſelf can enter into his Eyes. Whatever he is 
able to conceive of it from the livelieſt Deſerip- 
tion, is almoſt as wide from the real Nature of 
it, as confus'd, as inadequate, as our Speculati- 
ons about heavenly Things, When we'endeavour 
in this unglorified State to comprehend them 


fully, for which we are not as EI es with 
ſuitable Faculties. L 74 


Studious and eortiteinipharive Men; whit bereft 
of Sight, may find ſome Relief and Amuſement 
under their Diſability ; from that Cloſeneſs of 
Thought and Undiſtractedneſs of Attention, in 
which they ſurpaſs other Men, whoſe Train of 
Meditation is often interrupted, and the Mind 
led . by the NN of the, Eye. 


The Rich and Opulent, tho to Rim 4115 @ 
I before obſerv'd): it cannot be otherwiſe than a 
fore Affliction to be fo diſabled, yet has the 
Means in his Harids of making his State not 
* inconſolable: He wants, for no- Converſation or 
Intelligence: He has thoſe at Command, "who 
in more Senſes than one, are ready to de Hes 
10 him: either by reading to him at Home, or 
directing his S 80 25 n Abroad. 4 
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But alas „ how ſhifileſs ji boten is the 
Caſe of him, whoſe Blindneſs is accompanied 
with extreme Want, who is not attended by any 
friendly Comforter, who is reduc'd to the miſe- 
rable Choice whether he will ſtarve at Home, 
or beg Abroad, at the Hazard of his other 
Limbs, whilſt, for want of Human Aſſiſtance, 
he commits himſelf to the Guidance of a Brute - 
Animal, and ee Jon 17275 to upp * 
own Defect. 


I am | ſorry FE firſt Caſe 1 have been cad | 
ring, ſhould be ſo little pertinent as it is to the 
Occaſion of your preſent Meeting. But fince, I 
think, there is no peculiar Proviſion made, in 
any one of your Hoſpitals, for this Species of In. 
walids, I — be content for the preſent to leave 
it unapplied, but not without an Intention of 
| briefly reſurnipg it, before I finiſh my Diſcourſe. 


I proceed now to conſider the Tame Claus 5 


of my Text: Tas Eyes to the Blind, in the Me- 
12 phorical Senſe 1 in which it is aua explain'd. 


Now the rational Powers of a Man, which 
is the inward * bt, may be blinded by Sin, 
by 1enorance, or by Diſtraction: And he who is 
Anſtrumental in dif) delle thoſe Miſts, which 


Cloud the Vaderſtznding, from which ſoever of 


. theſe Cauſes they ariſe, may be ſaid in very 
laudable Senſe to be Eyes to the Blind, = 


CF) 
The Sinner indeed may, and often does, Be- 
lieve himſelf poſſeſsd of an uncommon Degree 
of Underſtanding: ſo does the mad Man too, 
and is ſo much the madder for believing ſo. He: 
thinks he ſees farther than other Men, and pities 
the deluded Wretches. who ſuffer themſelves to: 
be tied up to Rules, and laid under the unnece{- 
ſary Reſtraints of Religion. and Conſcience :_ 
_ whilſt himſelf all the time is under the greateſt 
Delufion : his vicious Habits and depray'd Ap 
petites beget unaccountable Errors in his Judg-- 
ment, and ſtifle the Suggeſtions of ſober Reaſon 
St. Peter in his Second Epiſtle, ch. 1. having re- 
commended ſome moral Virtues, adds a little 
after, He that lacketh theſe is blind, and cannot ſee 
Far of. And by conſequence, | whoſoever re- 
claims a Sinner, who does lack thoſe virtuous: 
Qualities, and reduces him to a right Senſe of 
Duty and Obedience, does in effect reſtore Sight 
to the ſpiritually blind. Los | 


Another thing that darkens the Soul of Man, 
is Ignorance. In the raw and unexperienced: 
Time of Life, the Mind has but few Images im- 
preſs'd upon it, and is very inſufficient of it ſelf. 
to lay thoſe few ſo well together, as to form any 
uſeful Rules of Conduct, or to judge what Me- 
thods are fitteſt to be purſu'd, or moſt conducive 
either to preſent or future Happineſs and Secu- 
rity. Tis eaſily miſled by falſe Appearances, 
ſeduc'd into Snares and Dangers, impatient in 

8 8 | A. Ils: 
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its Deſires, weak in its Choice, and frail in its 


Reſolves. The ignorant and uninſtructed even 
in Temporal Concerns are liable to fall into ve. 
ry great Miſcarriages: Some Method of Pro- 
ceeding, ſome Rules of Caution, ſome Leſſons 
of Oeconomy, are abſolutely neceſſary toward 
diſcharging even the Buſineſs of common Life: 
and if no ſuch Precepts were to be learnt by 


Communication from others, if every one were 
to remain in his primitive Ignorance, till he 


could form a ſure judgment of what was moſt 
<xpedient, from his own: Practice and Experi- 
.ence; his Wiſdom would come too late in Life, 
and his Affairs be irretrievably ruin'd, before he 


_ arriv'd at the Skill to manage them. 


But how much more do we. want the Infor- 
mation of others, in ordèr᷑ to the Attainment of 


Spiritual Knowledge! For as a wiſe Man ob- 


ſerves, Hardly do we gueſs at things that are upon 


Earth, and with Labour do we find the things that 


are before us, but the things that are in Heaven 


mo hath ſearched out? Wild. 9. 16. 


Some imperfect Idea's of a ſuperiour Power, 
ſome Notions of moral Rectitude and Depravi- 


ty, ſome Apprehenſions of a future Recompenſe, 


the Light of natural Reaſon might ſuggeſt, wWith- 
out the Help of any Monitor. But in how much 
Confuſion and Perplexity are ſuch Notions in- 
wolv'd! In what a Labyrinth of Error muſt that 
miſerable Wretch be forc'd to wander, Who 
„ 1 55 follows 
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follows ſo blind a Guide ! What a Stranger muft 
he be to the Privileges of the Goſpel, and the 
Terms of Salvation, without ſome one to direct 
him, and unfold the Myſtery of his Redemption 
to him! And how many ſuch miſerable Wretches 
are there, even in the midſt of this Chriſtian 
Country, who, for want of proper Means of 
Inſtruction, are inſenſible of the Covenant they 
have made with God, and paſs their Lives, with» 
out any Reflexion on their own Duty, or any 
Expectation of the Divine Promiſes | How 
friendly, how charitable an Office is it, how 
decently expreſſive of that deep Senſe of Grati- 
tude, wherewith we are, or ought to be affect- 
ed, when we contemplate the Bleſſings of our 
own Redemption, to be the Inſtruments of en- 
lightening ſuch poor Souls, by inſtilling, or cau- 
ſing to be inſtill'd into them, the Principles of 
ſaving Knowledge, and guiding their Feet into 
the Way of everlaſting Peace! 


But beſides Sin and Ignorance, there is a third 
ſort of Blindneſs incident to Human Minds: and 
that is Diſtraction, which diveſts the rational 
Soul of all its noble and diſtinguiſhing Endow- 
ments, and finks unhappy Man below the mute 
and ſenſleſs Part of the Creation: even brutal In- 
_ ſinit being a ſurer and ſafer Guide than diſturbd 
Reaſon, and every tame Species of Animals more 
ſociable and leſs hurtful than Humanity thus un- 
mann d. Sad Blemiſh of our Nature! moſt mor- 
tifying Reflexion to conſider, that our -boaſted . 
„ . EReaſon 
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em 
Reaſon is not given us by any certain Tenure 
for the Term of our Natural Lives, but that 
ſomething with a Human Shape and Voice 
may for may Years ſurvive all that was Hu- 
man beſides! Frail Man indeed! So liable to 
be degraded, by the Loſs of that very Fa- 
culty for which he values himſelf ſo high- 
ly, and he who values himſelf moſt highly 
upon it, in the greateſt Danger of being ſo 


degraded. Perſons of the greateſt Genius, of | 
the fineſt Parts, and moſt lively Imagination, 
Whoſe Brain is of a more delicate and ſubtle 


Texture than that of other Men; are obſer- 
ved in many of their Flights to border very 


nearly upon Frenzy, and too often they do 


more than border. Whilſt the aſpiring Soul 


is purſuing ſome lofty and elevated Concepti- 


on, ſoaring to an uncommon Pitch, and teem- 
ing with ſome grand Diſcovery ; the Ferment 
proves too ſtrong for the feeble Brain to ſup- 
port, the Intenſeneſs of Thought diſconcerts 
the. ſlender Fibres ; the thin Partitions and In- 
cloſures, that keep the Ideas ſeparate, and 
rang'd in a beautiful Order, are burſt in ſun- 
der by the Force of the labouring Imagination, 
and the whole Magazine of Notions and 
Images lye jumbled together in a common 


Heap, and mingled in wild Confuſion. 


When once the Mind has receiv'd ſuch a 
total Cruſh, no Operation can afterwards be 


expected. from it, that is regular, uniform, 


and 


. . . 
and even; every thing will be done by Fits 

and Catches, and almoſt each Minute will 
ſhew it in all the Diverſity of Paſſions; un- 

leſs in fuch Caſes where the Breach was 
made by the Exceſs of ſome one predominant 
Paſſion. The Gay and Merry, the Doleful and 
Complaining, the Fond and Loving, the Angry 
and Revengeful, the Silent and Salley Humour, 
ſucceed one another by ſudden Starts, with- 


out any Occaſion adminiſter'd, without any 


Object to excite them. 


Sometimes a ſhort Interval of Reaſon be- 


gins to dawn, but is loſt and intercepted a- 
gain, by ſome odd Caprice that comes croſs 
the Imagination, before any rational Concluſi- 
on can be form'd, or any conſiſtent Purpoſe of 


Mind be utter'd. So that the Diſcourſe which 


began with a ſeeming Earneſtneſs, and rais'd 
an ExpeQtatiba of ſomething not only ſerious 
and coherent, but of great Importance; expa- 


tiates into idle Rambling, and goes off in an- 
intelligible Jargon. The ſober and ſolemn Look 


into which the Viſage had compos'd it ſelf, 
the Air and Deportment of a moſt reſerv'd 
Gravity, breaks out in an Inſtant into loud 


unſeaſonable Laughter, into apiſh Geſtures, and 


antick Mimickry. No Senſe of Honour or 
Decency then remains, no Regard is paid to 


the Number or CharaQer of the Beholders. : 
The Reftraints of Fear and Shame are quite 


laid aſide, and ftubborn Self-Will and brutal 


of 


3 Con- 


. 
Concupiſcence diſcover themſelves without any 
Check or Guard. yy 


In ſome Caſes indeed the Diſcompoſure of 
Mind is not quite ſo ſhocking, nor the Con- 
cuſſion ſo violent, but that the ſhatter'd Ideas 

may recollect themſelves again, the Deluſion 
may ceaſe, and the Mind recover its former 

Juſtneſs and Regularity of Thought. But in 
Order to this, there is need of Art and Skill, 

of proper Remedies, and a ſtrict Confinement 

of the Perſon ſo afflicted. And happy is it 
when all the Care and Skill that can be ap- 
plied, proves effectual, thro! the Bleſſing of 

God, to the retrieving any Perſon from fo 

loſt and hopeleſs a Condition. 
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*Tis time now to conſider how far thoſe 
charitable Foundations for the Encouragement of 
which you are here aſſembled, may be faid 

to contribute to that laudable and beneficial 
Purpoſe, the being Eyes to the ſpiritually blind. 
As for that Sort of Blindneſs which proceeds 
from Vice, beſides the preventive Remedy of 
à virtuous Education, (of which more will be 
faid under another Article) youu have likewiſe 
- wholome Methods of Cure, if the Evil be 
not paſt cure; or if ſo, yet at leaſt you have 
the Means of making thoſe who are incor- 
* Bride. Tigible themſelves, a Warning and. Terrour to 
wel and Others. You have * proper Receptacles for the 
Wat. Idle and Vagrant, the Looſe and Diſſolute, 
houſe, = V | where 


. 
[1 


5 


where they are kept under cloſe. Durance, 


and by the Senſe of bodily Smart, (the only 


Senſe which too many of them are not al- 
ready palt, before they are brought thither) 


are compelPd to harder Labour, than that ho- 
neſt Labour of their Calling which they re- 
linquiſh, to addict themſelves to a ſlothful 


and vitious Courſe of living. ' Tis to be ho- 
8 


ped that ſome of theſe licentious Vagabonds 


(tho' I fear not many) ſome who are not 


yet thoroughly hardned in their Iniquity, are 
reſtrain'd by a Remembrance of the Pain and 
Shame they have undergone, from repeating 


the ſame Courſes, leſt they be brought again 
to the like Correction, if not from a better 


Principle. But whatever Effect ſuch. Chaſtiſe- 


ment may have upon themſelves, at leaſt it 


does Good to others, and our Streets are freed 
during the time of their Confinement, from a 
great Part of that Annoyance, which moſt in- 


feſts them. 


As a Preſervative againſt that Blindpeſs- . 


which proceeds from Ignorance, two or three 
of theſe Foundations * (one of them altogether, 
and + others in Part) are Nurſeries of Poor 
Children, where great Numbers of them are 
inſtructed in Chriſtian Knowledge, and taught 
how to diſcharge the Duties they owe to 
Goc, their Neighbour, and themſelves. Fhey 


* Chriſt's. 
Hoſpital. 
+ Bride- 
well and 


the Works- 


bouſe. 


are told the Danger of breaking God's Com- | 


mandments, and Advantage of obſerving them: 


They 


They are taught what to / purſue, and what 
to avoid, how. to live piouſly and virtuouſly 

here, in order to be everlaſtingly happy here- 
after. This Education is generouſly given to 
ſome on whom the Poverty or Stupidity of 
miſerable Parents could not have beſtow?d the 

| ſame Care; to ſome on whom the. Negligence 
of ill ones wou'd not: but eſpecially to thoſe 
who have no Parents at all, to make ſuch 

Proviſion for them. ä 


Lafily, In Commiſeration of thoſe unhappy 
People, who are bereft of the deareſt Light, 
the Light of Reaſon, who are tranſported out 

of their Senſes by the impetuous Hurry of a 
Lunacy or Frenzy, who have loſt all Remem- 
brance of, or at leaſt all Regard for them 
ſelves, their Affairs, their Friends, and what- 
ever they usd to take Delight in; Who are 
not only unqualified to bear their Share in 
rational Converſation, but become even dan-— 
gerous to be convers'd with; in Pity, I ſay, 

Behle. tO their deplorable Caſe, you have a large * Place 
bem. Of Reception appropriated to ſuch Patients, where 
Proper Care is taken that they ſhall neither 
harm themſelves nor others, and where by the 
Help of ſuch Phyſick and Diet, and other 
Management, as the Nature and Degree of 

each Perſon's Diſtemper calls for; many of 

thoſe diſtracted People, are, thro! God's Pro- 
vidence, and ſuch charitable Endeavours, re- 
cover'd from that inconſiſtent Raving and 
* | Wildneſs 


— 


8 
Wildneſs of Imagination, and reſtor'd to a. 
ound and perfect Minaſmmeee 077 art 


I have been the longer in treating of this: 
firſt Inſtance of Charity, mention'd in my 
Texc, the being Eyes to the Blind, as it was 
capable of being conſidet'd in different Views, | 
and under fome one or more of thoſe Views, 5 
was applicable to the greater Part of thoſe | 
pious Iucor porations over which you preſide as 
 Governours, I muſt. be more brief in what 


2aly. Therefore holy Job thus profeſſes for 

himſelf, in the next Article; Feet was I to 
the Lame. Soundneſs of Body and a hale 
Conſtitution, with all the Limbs: entire, and 

capable of exerting their reſpective Functions, 
is all the Inheritance the great Number of 
Mankind is born to, beſides their common. 
Title to the Protection of Divine Providence. 
And a good Inheritance it is, to thoſe whoſe 

Birth and Parentage entitles them to no high- 

er Proſpects, and where it can be no Diſ- 
couragement or Diſappointment to them, to : 
make no better an Appearance than their An- 
ceſtors have made before them; unleſs. in the 
Caſe of ſuch: of them, as apply themſelves to 
Buſineſs with uncommon zen It is not 
every one's Lot to have all the Convenien- 

cies of Life provided for him by the Care of 


others, and to ſucceed to a Patrimony —_ < 


— . —-UT——ñ ö; Kn ] ]— !: 


1 Ca» A 
dy cacquir'd, without any Toil of his: Not 
has the great Diſpenſer of Bleſſings thought 
fit to diſtribute the good Things of this Life, 
into ſuch even and equal Portions. The far 
greater Part of Men are oblig'd to eat their 
Bread: in the Sweat of their Brow, if they will 
eat it at all. And if they have bodily 
Strength fufficient to enable them to get an 
honeſt Livelihood by the Work of their Hands, 
their Caſe is not unhappy : but they may ex- 
perience more Joy and Comfort in that hum 
ble Station, if attended with a contented Mind 
and good Conſcience, than the riotous rich 
Man in the midſt of his ungodly Plenty. _ 
But hard indeed is their Lot, and very ſe- 
vere the Diſpenſation under which they are 
fallen, who have neither Bread to eat, nor 
Hands wherewith to work for it: who are 
ſorely maim'd and crippled in their Limbs, 
| rack'd with tormenting Pains, or waſted with 
lingring Diſeaſes. The Body thus afflicted is. 
not in a fit State to be haraſs'd and fatigu'd, 
in order to its own Support; but feels more. 
Decay from hard Labour, it undertaken, than 
Relief and Suſtenance from the Fruits of that 
Labour. Many are the Accidents in Life, by. 
which the healthieſt Conſtitution is liable to 
be broken, and the ſtrongeit Body to be dif- 
abled, and ſametimes in a very ghaſtly and 
lamentable Manner. I will not offend you 
by drawing into View ſuch a ſhocking and 
8 | „„ uncom- 


„ . 5 
uncomfortable Soong and forbear any Def- 
— Ccription of thoſe rueful Objects of Miſery, 
the very Relation of whoſe. Sufferings wou'd 

be as grating to the Ear, as the Sight of 

ſuch diſmal SpeQacles is offenſive - to the 

Eye. But may ſuch Forbearance prove ho _ 
Detriment to thoſe miſerable Creatures, nor - 
divert the intended Bounty of any generous 
Benefactor from being applied to their Re- 

lief; who, I truſt, will conſider them as fo 

much the more diſtreſs'd, by how much the 

more loathſome they are, and reflect with 

| himſelf how dreadful it muſt be to groan 

under the Anguiſh of thoſe Wounds, which 

tis a Pain to others to ſee or hear of. 


is well fo many of them are remov'd 
from being a Publick Nuſance, by the En- 
tertainment they find in the Two * capacions * St. Bar- 
Hoſpitals erected and endow'd for that Pur- — 3 
poſe, and it is great Pity they are not all ſo. Thomas's 
- Many unhappy Impreſſions made on tender Vital. 
Minds, by the ſudden Encounter of ſuch 
ſtartling Objects wou'd be prevented: and fo | 
far the taking Care of them is a common 
Benefit of which every one partakes. But 
much more real and ſenſible is the Benefit 
accruing to the poor Patients themſelves, who 
are received into ſuch hoſpitable Shelter, where 
every thing in the Power of Human Skill is 
| attempted for their Relief, and where ſeve- 
ral Thouſands of them are yearly recover'd 
2 | from 


— 


= E 
from very grievous Infirmities and dangerous 
Maladies, and reſtor'd to a Capacity of pro- 
viding for themſelves, by returning to the 

Buſineſs of their lawful Occupations. Whoe- 

: ver is a Contributor toward obtaining for the 
Sick and Impotent ſuch ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance, 
may very properly be faid to be Feet to the 


ame. 


 34dly. Another Method of doing Good, ſpe- 
cified in the Text, in which the Charity of 
| Job exerted it ſelf, was the being 4 Father 
=: zo the Poor. That righteous Perſon, in the 
1 Days of his former Proſperity, Which he is 
| now calling to Remembrance, as on the one 
Hand he enjoy'd a great Abundance of 
Wealth, ſo on the other, had he a numerous 
Offspring of his own, who all expected their 
Portion of that Wealth. Such Family En- 
gagements might have furniſh'd an Excuſe to 
one of a ſelfiſh and narrow Spirit, for with- 
holding his Charity from Strangers, 'and he 
might have urg'd when ſolicited to ſuccour 
the Diftreſs?d, that he had: thoſe of his. own 
Houſhold, for whom, by the Laws of God, 
and Ties of Nature, he was bound to make 
Proviſion. But he had too enlarg'd and ge- 
nerous a Soul to let his Bounty flow in fo 
eonfin'd a Channel. He had more "Truſt and 
Confidence in Gud's Providence, than to ap- 
pPrehend his Family wou'd ever feel the 
EE Want of what he beſtow'd in Acts. of Mer. 
co Oo * 0 | cy. 


— eo gt 


oy. And accordingly as large as his Progeny 


was by Nature, he made it much larger by 
Adoption. He became the common Parent 
of ſuch as were left without any, or which 
is next to none, who had only ſuch helpleſs 
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ones as cow'd not, or ſuch unnatural ones as 


wou'd not provide for them. 


A very noble Pattern for Imitation, and a 


juſt Reproach to ſuch hard- hearted Chriſti- 


ans, as in the midſt of the greateſt Afflu- 
ence, plead the Care of their Families, in 


Bar of charitable Deeds! Happy 1s it for de- 


folate Infants, that all Men do. not act on 
ſuch churliſh Principles; that Multitudes of 


good Chriſtians are found who extend a Pa- 


ternal Care beyond the Bounds of their pri. 


vate Families; who by a voluntary Choice 


make themſelves Fathers to the Fatherleſs, and 
take the Needy under their Protection; that 


new Benefactors ſtill ariſe who make farther 
Additions to the ſtanding Revenues of * that 
Hoſpital, where ſo many Hundreds of poor 
Orphans enjoy the Benefit not only of Food 
and Raiment, but of good Nurture and In- 


* Chriſt's 
Huſpital 


ſtruction: from whence they are ſent Abroad 
with previous Qualifications for being made 
ſerviceable to their Country in diverſe bene- 


ficial Ways, a Regard being had to the Ge- 
nius and Capacity of each; and in a fair 


Probability of gaining a competent Liveli- 


hood at leaſt, if not of thriving beyond their 
nn. Neign- 


TP = 

- Neighbours, and arriving at an extraordinary 
Degree of Wealth, by obſerving the Rules of 

Sobriety and Frugality, and by an induſtrious 
Aſſiduity in their ſeveral Employments. This. 

has been the Caſe of many of them, and 
ſome have return'd a grateful Tribute, have 
repaid the Charges of their Maintenance and 
Education with large Encreaſe, and have 
prov'd Benefactors . themſelves, Where they 
were once the Objects of Bounty. Such 
gracious Methods has the Divine Goodneſs 
of turning Croſſes into Bleſſings, and AMiQti- 
ons into Joy and Happineſs. It was once. 
eſteem'd the great Calamity of thoſe poor 
Children to be depriv*d of their Parents; but 
by being adopted into the Number of thoſe 

NL for whom - ſuch Care is taken; not a few 

8 of them become Gainers by their Loſs, meet 

1 with many Fathers inſtead of one, and are 

put into a fairer Way of providing both for 

il their preſent and future Welfare, than poſſi- 

if bly might have been their Lot, if their- na- 

f tural Parents were. ſtill alive. 85 


Give me leave now to read to you the Report 
of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, and after that to 
conclude with ſome Obſervations on that 
which appears to be the State of them. h 


Here was read 4 true Report of the great 
Number of poor Children, and other poor People, 
maintain d in the "ſeveral Hoſpitals, &c. 
| | I Thus 


— 


Thus you ſee in what a plentifyl Stream- 
the Charity of thoſe who have gone before 
you has flow*d ; you have the Satisfaction of 
beholding the Original Endowments of the 
firſt Founders, together with ſuch farther Do- 

nations and Bequeſts as the Charity of ſuc- 
ceeding Chriſtians has from time to time 
been adding to them, directed to the ap- 

pointed . Uſe. But while we praiſe God for 
railing up ſuch Friends to the Poor, and 
bleſs the Memory of ſuch pious Benefactors. 
for having done ſo much, tis a great Allay 

to ſuch pleaſing Reflections, F confider now 

much more is ſtill wanting: and the Calſc 

of many miſerable Wretches is forely to be. 
lamented, who can find no Place in theſe 
friendly Receptacles, capacious as they are. 

It cannot be faid of theſe Hoſpitals, as of 
the Feaſt in the Goſpel, to which he Poor, 

the Halt, the Maim'd and the Blind were invi- 
ted, that when all who cou'd be found in 
the Highways, or Streets, or Hedges, were cal- 
led in, there was yet Room to ſpare: nor does 
the united Liberality of ſo many Ages run 
like the Widows Oil in ſo profuſe a Cur- 
rent, till there are no more Veſlels to receive 
it. Little Occaſion is there here of compel- 
ling them to come in, except to the Houſes of 
Correction; many Halt and Maim'd there 
are, againſt whom even thoſe hoſpitable Gates 
are forc'd to be ſhut: many empty Veſſels 
whom there. is no Oil to fill. 


— 
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Since then there is ſo large a Field for 
doing farther Good, ſince after all the Pro- 
wilion that has been made, there is ſtill a 
great Multitude of languiſhing Wretches left 
anprovided for; I will not diſtruſt but that 
every compaſſionate Perſon of Subſtance and 
Ability, will feel himſelf touch'd with a 
Senſe of their Miſery, and contribute 1n ſuch 
Proportion and ſuch Manner as. he ſhall 
judge proper,' to the farther Endowment of 
ſome one of theſe Hoſpitals, - that their Re- 
venues may be more anſwerable, than they 
appear to be, to the preſſing Demands which 
are daily made upon them. This is the 
common Caſe of every one of them, that 
they are call'd upon for more Help, than in 
their preſent Situation they are able to af- 
ford; and whoever is dilpols'd to lend a 
helping Hand to any one of them, may be 
aſſur'd of meeting with fit Receivers of his 
Bounty. : : 


Ihe earneſt Application that is conſtantly 
made for freſh Objects to be admitted, juſti- 
fies one Piece of Oeconomy, in the Manage- 
ment of thoſe Places, nay indeed makes ſuch 
a Regulation abſolutely. neceſſary, tho' it has 
the Appearance of great Hardſhip; and that 
is, the turning out thoſe already admitted, 
When once they are pronounc'd incurable. 

Were the Practice otherwiſe, the 1 

. wor 


_ wou'd: be lefs extenſive, and inſtead of circo-- 
lating yearly thro! many Thouſands, who 
are actually reliev'd, it wowd be wholly en- 
_ groſs'd by one unhappy Set of People, on 
whom all Remedies are loſt; and they wou'd: 
ſtand in the Way of others, to whom thoſe 
Remedies might be applied with far better 
Succeſs. _ EY : 


In the mean time, ſadly to be deplor'd is 
their Caſe, who remain under ſuch. a Sen- 
tence. Then to be excluded Relief when 
their Miſery -1is at the Heigth! To have no- 
other Proſpe& before them but a Continua- 
tion of Pain and Torment, as long as Life 
it ſelf ſhall endure! But thus it is, and muſt 
be, till it ſhall pleaſe God to put it into the 
Hearts of ſome; great and generons Souls, to 
erect in this Land, what ſome other Chriſti- 
an Countries are bleſt with, and what is. 
much wanted here; AN HospITAL FOR THR R 
INCuxR ABLE. There the comfortleſs Blind 
might reſt in Peace and Security, and meet 
with neceſſary Subſiſtence, without wandring 
in the Dark to ſeek it. There the diſtracted 
Lunatick whoſe Senſes are gone paſt re- 
trieve, might be immur'd with Safety, and 
reſtrain'd either from doing any Act of Vi- 
olence, or expoſing the lamentable Defect of 
Human Nature, when there are no Remains 
of Reaſon to conduct it. There the difabled: 
of all Sorts might wear away the lingring 
4 „„ Remnant 
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Remnant of their Lives, tho? without - Hope 
of Cure, yet with all the Comfort and Sup- 
port their cala mitous Eſtate will bear. But 
whether in this, or any other Way, *tis the 
Duty of Chriſtians to be helpful to one ano- 


ther, and they who are Strong are requir'd 


d bear the Tnfirmities of the M. au: 99 7 
8 Now to God the Father, God the Son , 3 85 
© God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribbd all Honour, 


